
What factors are included in setting Lexile 

levels?   

It is important to note that the Lexile measure 

of a book refers only to its text difficulty.  A 

Lexile measure does not address the content 

or quality of the book.  A text receives a Lexile 

measure by running it through the Lexile 

analyzer which utilizes a linguistic algorithm 

that examines the semantics (vocabulary) and 

syntactic features (sentence length) of the text.  

The Lexile measure is a good starting point in 

the book selection process, but the following 

factors should be considered when making a 

decision about which book to select: 

relationship between a reader and a book, book 

content, the age and interests of the reader, 

and the book design.   

Why is a Lexile measure needed? 

When buying shoes for a child, the shoe-store 

clerk does not determine the correct shoe size 

by asking the child’s age.  Different children, all 

of the same age, wear shoes of various sizes.  

Similarly, children in a given grade have 

differing levels of reading proficiency.  Grade 

level alone does not determine the level of 

reading achievement. It is important to keep in 

mind that the Lexile score reported throughout 

the year is actually based on the end of year 

proficiency expectations per grade level.   

How can Lexile measures be used for a 

student? 

Lexile measures can be used to help improve a 

student’s reading ability. By comparing a 

student’s Lexile reader measure to a given 

book’s Lexile text measure, it can be 

determined whether a text is too easy or too 

challenging a child.  

 

Lexile measures should be viewed as ranges 

rather than as an exact number. The sweet spot 

for a Lexile text measure is about 100 units 

below to 50 units above a student’s Lexile 

reader measure. Texts in this range encourage 

growth in a student’s reading ability.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are books selected that are in the correct 

Lexile range and that are suitable for students? 

It is important to repeat that a Lexile level is 

determined only by sentence length and 

vocabulary.  Content is not considered.  For 

example, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, 

currently used in many high schools, is in the 

same Lexile band as the picture book, Where 

the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak.   

There are other leveling measures such as 

Grade Level Equivalent, Guided Reading, and 

Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) 

available to help you select appropriate leveled 

books for your student.  One recommended 

resource is the Scholastic Book Wizard at 

http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard/.  This 

resource may be helpful to ensure that the  

books selected are readable, suitable, and age 

appropriate.      

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/bookwizard/


 

 

 

 

 

What are the grade level ranges?  

Performance Standards for RI College & 

Carreer take effect in July 2015 

Grade Below 
Basic 

Basic Proficient Advanced 

K N/A BR 0-275 276 and 
Above 

1 BR 0 to 
189 

190 to 
530 

531 and 
Above 

2 BR to 
219 

220 
to 

419 

420 to 
650 

651 and 
Above 

3 BR to 
329 

330 
to 

519 

520 to 
820 

821 and 
Above 

4 BR to 
439 

440 
to 

739 

740 to 
940 

941 and 
Above 

5 BR to 
619 

620 
to 

829 

830 to 
1010 

1011 and 
Above 

6 BR to 
729 

730 
to 

924 

925 to 
1070 

1071 and 
Above 

 

 

 

A helpful feature of the Lexile scale is that it is a 

developmental scale.  This means it can be used 

to show whether a student’s reading ability is 

growing and developing over time.  Although 

students are measured according to national 

standards, it is also important that they be 

measured to document personal growth.  
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What is the RI and what does it assess?  

There are a variety of assessments that teachers 

use to assess student’s reading performance.  

One assessment that is used in Council Rock to 

determine a student’s reading proficiency is the 

RI. This measure is used in grades 3 through 6 

and is administered several times throughout 

the year.  The RI generates a Lexile® Level for 

each student. A Lexile reader measure is a score 

from a reading test indicating a student’s level 

of reading ability.  A Lexile text measure is a 

value produced from a software analysis of a 

body of text, such as a book or an article, 

indicating that text’s reading level of difficulty. 

 

http://www.lexile.com/

